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the end of her life to remain the same kind, gene-
rous-hearted, agreeable woman she had been in her
young days, when all the world was at her feet.
She still thought herself far superior to the young
beauties who had succeeded her; and no doubt even
the sere and yellow leaf of her autumnal time was
more attractive than the spring of many younger
ones around her.

She had less wit and more genuine good-nature
than Madame de Girardin. She might have a mo-
ment of violent anger, but bore no malice; and she
had too much reliance on the variety of her attrac-
tions to fear any rivalry. As the gtudiant says in
the well-known print of Gavarni, " C'Stait la une
riclie nature defemme et si bon enfant."

Madame Merlin gave charming concerts, followed
by very agreeable suppers. Her house was a sort of
neutral ground, where the ministers of the Orleans
dynasty met the leaders of the Legitimist party, and
the most celebrated writers of the day; where
Duchesses sat down with singers, and all aristocratic
pretensions were laid aside. Madame Merlin,
among her many good qualities, had one which is
rare and admirable, and is the stamp of a truly
noble nature. She was thoroughly independent.
The poor wayworn musician who formed one of a
chorus met with as civil and kind a reception as the
Duke or Count just arrived from the Faubourg St.
Germain. There was the kind, beaming, southern
smile of recognition for the second-rate artiste, when
met in some great house where he or she was kept
at arm's length. There was in her no respect of
persons for their rank or position, no cringing to
the debasing laws of social etiquette. She pos- youth enabled Madame Merlin up to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